


   

 

 

   

 

 



  

   

Abstract: This Final Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) describes the transportation and 

environmental impacts associated with transportation improvements in the West Corridor to serve the 

cities of Denver, Lakewood, and Golden in Denver and Jefferson Counties, Colorado.  Three alternatives 

are considered in this EIS: No Action, Enhanced Bus, and Light Rail Transit (LRT).  A No Action 

Alternative is defined and analyzed to provide the base against which the Enhanced Bus and LRT 

Alternatives can be compared.  The potential impacts of each alternative are identified in a broad range of 

environmental categories including: land use, transportation, air quality, noise, vibration, visual and 

aesthetics, ecosystems, hazardous materials, water resources, cultural resources, historic resources, 

parklands, safety and security, and neighborhoods. 

The proposed undertaking consists of a 12.1-mile LRT project from downtown Denver to the Jefferson 

County Government Center, near Golden.  The project will provide connections to major activity centers, 

employment centers, community resources, and other regional transit services provided by Regional 

Transportation District (RTD).  The LRT Alternative would increase mobility in the congested corridor, 

and provide an alternative to the single occupant vehicle.  Additionally, the LRT Alternative would 

provide dependable transit service within the corridor. 

Comments: The Draft Environmental Impact Statement was available to the public for a 53-day 

review and comment period from March 14, 2003 to May 5, 2003.  A public hearing was conducted 

during the review and comment period at the following location: 

Wednesday, April 16, 2003 

Sheraton Denver West Hotel 

360 Union Boulevard 

Lakewood, Colorado 

 

For further information concerning this document, contact the following individuals: 

FTA Regional Contact     RTD Contact 

David Beckhouse     David Hollis 

Community Planner     West Corridor Project Manager 

Federal Transit Administration Region 6   RTD 

216 16th Street, Suite 650    1600 Blake Street 

Denver, Colorado  80202    Denver, Colorado  80202-2452 

 

 

Comments on this document may be made in writing to the Federal Transit Administration through Mr. 

Beckhouse at the above address. 
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PREFACE 

This Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the West Corridor project has been prepared in 

accordance with regulations developed by the Council on Environmental Quality for the National 

Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and the U.S. Department of Transportation’s Federal Transit 

Administration (FTA).  The Draft EIS was released for circulation and public comment from March 14 

through May 05, 2003; a public hearing was held April 16, 2003.  This Final EIS incorporates responses 

to the comments received.  In addition, the proposed light rail transit (LRT) alignment was revised.  The 

alignment will follow the Associated Railroad alignment through Lakewood Industrial Park rather than 

going south on Quail Street.  In addition, the Final EIS updates some information that became available 

since the circulation of the Draft EIS. 

On August 19, 2003, the Regional Transportation District (RTD) Board of Directors selected the LRT 

alternative as its preferred alternative for transit improvements in the West Corridor.  RTD has committed 

to mitigation measures as identified in this Final EIS. This EIS is organized as follows: 

Executive Summary - Provides a summary of the project’s definition, purpose and need, impacts it is 

expected to cause, and the recommended impact mitigations. 

Chapter 1: Purpose and Need - Presents a discussion of corridor transportation goals as they compare to 

the existing transportation conditions in the local area and the region. 

Chapter 2: Alternatives Considered - Describes the alternatives considered in the Major Investment Study 

and the EIS, and discusses the bus and rail operating plans.  

Chapter 3: Affected Environment - Describes the existing social and natural environmental conditions in 

the study area.  The discussion provides a description of the environment and resources within the 

project’s study area. 

Chapter 4: Transportation Impacts - Presents transit and highway impacts that would result from the No 

Action Enhanced Bus and the Light Rail Transit (LRT) Alternatives.  Potential mitigation measures to 

address impacts are defined where appropriate. 

Chapter 5: Environmental Consequences - Discusses the No Action, Enhanced Bus and LRT 

Alternatives’ potential impacts on the built and natural environments.  Potential mitigation measures to 

address impacts are defined where appropriate. 

Chapter 6: Financial Analysis - Presents a discussion of the baseline revenue sources, and the financial 

ability of the Regional Transportation District (RTD) to construct and operate the proposed LRT project.  

Chapter 7: Public Involvement - Presents summaries of agency (RTD) efforts to solicit agency, 

committee and public comments during the EIS process. 

Chapter 8: Final Environmental Impact Statement/4(f) and 6 (f) Evaluation - Describes, in accordance 

with Section 4(f) and 6(f) legislation, any publicly owned cultural, parks and recreational resources within 

the corridor that may be affected. 

Appendix A List of Preparers 

Appendix B EIS Recipients 

Appendix C Responses to Comments 

Appendix D Agency Coordination Letters 

Appendix E Memorandum of Agreement 

Appendix F Documents Included by Reference 
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NAVIGATION OF THE CD VERSION OF THE  

WEST CORRIDOR FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 

 

 

The CD version of the West Corridor Final Environmental Impact Statement 

contains links to individual chapters and appendices. Please click on the link of 

interest in the table of contents to be directed to the chapter or appendix file. A new 

file will be opened and replace the current table of contents with the specific 

chapter table of contents. Once the individual chapter or appendix file is opened a 

more detailed linking system will direct you to a specific section, table or figure in 

the document. Individual appendix file do not included specific links once the file 

is open.  
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VdB vibration decibels 

VHT vehicle hours of travel 

VMT vehicle miles of travel 

VOCs volatile organic compounds 

WC25 DRCOG’s West Corridor 2025 travel model 
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