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PROJECT UPDATE  
 
Construction continues on the West Corridor this quarter with the continuation of utility work, wall and 

bridge construction, systems conduit and overhead catenary system component installation, corridor-wide 

excavation and guideway preparation, and the installation of drainage improvements. On September 29, 

the West Corridor celebrated being at 50% completion overall. 

 

The most visible construction has been on the bridges of the West Corridor. This quarter, we completed 

phase one of both the Sheridan and Federal roadway bridges. Traffic has been shifted onto the new struc-

tures. Construction of phase two in both locations is ongoing, with completion expected sometime next 

year. We have continued work on the other bridges with deck pours on the 6th Avenue and Indiana 

bridges this quarter.  

 

Utility work is also ongoing. Dry utility construction has reached 86% completion. Most remaining utility 

work requires coordination with DTCGõs construction. 

 

Civil construction has consisted mostly of preparation of the alignment, and drainage improvement activi-

ties. Crews have been excavating and grading the areas around the light rail stations. Additionally, work is 

ongoing on the alignment with grading, sub-ballast and ballast placement. 

 

Crews have also begun to weld the rail together. Rail is delivered in 80 foot increments. These segments 

are welded together to form 800 foot long segments of continuously welded steel rail. 

 

DTCG has also begun installing OCS foundations, which will support the electrification system that powers 

the light rail vehicles. 

 

Our PI team has been busy meeting with the media, stakeholders, community groups, and property own-

ers. This quarter 14,182 electronic and 900 printed copies of the monthly West Corridor E-Newsletter 

were distributed. 
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UTILITY RELOCATION  
 

Design Overview 

 

The estimated total number of work orders for this project is 305. This includes 252 for private utility own-

ers and 53 for public utilities (which will be constructed by RTDõs contractor).   RTD has prepared 301 

work orders for utility relocations; this number includes work performed by the utility owners and work per-

formed by RTDõs contractor. 

 

Construction 

 

Xcel Energy-Electric has four remaining work orders to complete all known utility relocations. In addition to 

the four remaining work orders, there are 30 other work orders that will require coordination with DTCGõs 

construction.  The 30 work orders consist of proposed street lighting, traffic signals, mast arms and traffic 

signal poles. 

 

Xcel Energy-Gas Operation has only 1 remaining gas line to relocate (which requires coordination with 

DTCG construction of the Decatur structure). 

 

Qwest has seven work orders to complete all known communications relocation construction by the end 

of December, 2010.  Qwest and DTCG are constructing the temporary support for supporting Qwest facili-

ties during the demolition and construction of the Federal structure. 

 

Consolidated Mutual Water Company will complete all known utility relocation construction by December 

of 2010, with the exception of the waterline construction that requires construction coordination with 

DTCG. 

 

Adestaõs and Level III final relocation construction needs to be coordinated with DTCGõs construction of 

the Decatur Bridge. 

 

As of September 2010, 86 percent of the Dry Utility Relocation Construction for the West Corridor has 

been completed. 

FORECASTED 
WORK  

ORDERS FOR 
DRY UTILITIES 

TOTAL # WO 
WRITTEN 
FOR DRY 
UTILITIES 

TOTAL #  DRY 
UTILITIES  

NEGOTIATED 

WO DRY 
UTILITIES 
 DESIGN 

COMPLETE 

WO DRY  
UTILITIES  

CONSTRUCTION 
COMPLETE 

% DRY  
UTILITIES 
DESIGN 

STARTED 

% DRY  
UTILITIES 

CONSTUCTION  
COMPLETE 

252 301 236 233 218 92% 86% 

Qwest prepares to relocate  

utilities into this temporary  

support during the month of 

September. 
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STRUCTURAL CONSTRUCTION  
 

Work performed this quarter: 

Á Work was completed on the soil nail walls for the Jefferson County station (including the 

òBoulderScapesó finish) 

Á Retaining walls were constructed for the Ulysses street grade crossing 

Á Work began on the retaining walls for the Colfax bridge crossing 

Á Excavation was completed on the I-70 tunnel, allowing full access beneath the roadway 

Á Work on the Indiana Bridge continued (including deck pours) 

Á Slip-form operations began on the ballast walls between Red Rocks station and Indiana; this work 

also continued in other various locations throughout Lakewood 

Á Work began on the south abutment of the 6th Avenue Bridge, including the abutment, pier 1, setting 

girders, and the deck pour;  work also was completed to paint the northern spans of the bridge 

Á Work on soundwalls throughout Lakewood, including painting 

Á Work completed on phase 1 of the Sheridan Bridge and traffic switched to allow work to begin on 

phase 2;  work began on abutments 1 & 3, as well as pier 2 

Á Work completed on phase 1 of the Federal Bridge; demolition work began on the remaining existing 

portion of the bridge 

Á The South Platte Bridge assembly is underway;  the steel for the deck portion of the bridge is in 

place;  assembly began on the vertical portion of the truss 

Á Work completed on the sub-structure of the Consolidated Main Line (CML) Bridge;  the first girders 

were set starting from the north end 

Expected work through December, 2010: 

Á Work will begin on the parking structure and surrounding retaining walls for the Jefferson County Sta-

tion 

Á Retaining walls for the Colfax Bridge crossing will be complete allowing complete up-and-over access 

Á I-70 tunnel wall finishing will be completed 

Á Work on the Indiana Bridge will continue (including rail installation and stripping of remaining form-

work) 

Á Slip-form operations on the ballast walls will continue in various locations throughout Lakewood 

Á Work will continue on the south abutment of the 6th Avenue Bridge, including finish work and strip-

ping of formwork 

Á Work on sound-walls throughout Lakewood, including painting 

Á Work will continue on phase 2 of the Sheridan Bridge; bridge girders are expected to be installed in 

mid-October with the deck pour a few weeks later 

Á Retaining wall construction between Knox Street and Federal Boulevard 

Á Demolition work will be complete on the remaining existing portion of the Federal Bridge and work 

will begin on phase 2 

Á Work will begin on the Decatur bridge, including the demolition of an existing drainage struc-

ture;  girders will be set in mid-November 

Á Demolition to begin on a City and County of Denver maintenance facility at Morrison Road& Howard 

Place 

Á Work will continue on the  South Platte Bridge assembly; the truss will be completed, and work on 

will continue on the bridge elements including the deck 

Á Work will begin on the CML bridge abutments 

Á CML bridge girders will be installed by mid-November; work will begin on the deck 
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STRUCTURAL CONSTRUCTION (Continued) 

 
 

 

Retaining walls at Jefferson County 

Work was completed on the òBoulderScapeó textured retaining 

walls 

I-70 Tunnel Excavation 

Crews completed the excavation of the tunnel under  

Interstate 70. 
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STRUCTURAL CONSTRUCTION (Continued) 

 
 

 

South Platte Bridge 

Work has begun on the bridge over the South Platte River 
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CIVIL CONSTRUCTION  
 
Work performed this quarter: 

Á Mass excavation and grading for light rail stations corridor-wide 

Á Guideway subgrade preparation, fine grading, subballast, and ballast placement/compaction  

corridor-wide 

Á Installation of subsurface shredded-tire ballast mat layers to mitigate vibration 

Á Construction of drainage improvements 

Á Relocation of Denver Water waterlines piping and casings 

Á Installation and maintenance of stormwater management and erosion control measures required for 

ongoing construction activities. 

Á Pressure welding of 80õ rail segments into 800õ continuously welded strands 

Á Installation of concrete-encased ductbank and manholes for signal and communication systems 

Á Roadway demolition/improvement activities including curb & gutter, sidewalk, and concrete/asphalt 

pavement corridor-wide 

Á Building demolition and excavation/disposal of contaminated soil associated with relocation of the 

Burnham Yard Lead spur 

Á Guard rail installation and roadway shoulder paving for 6th Avenue and the adjacent frontage road 

 

Expected work through December, 2010 

Á Continuation of the above listed activities 

Á Burnham Yard Lead spur construction 

Á Track at-grade road crossings at select roadways 

Á Plinth construction for direct fixation track 

Á Traction power substation foundation construction 
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CIVIL CONSTRUCTION (Continued) 
 
 

 

 

Continuous welded steel rail 

Crews arrange 800 foot long segments of continuously welded 

rail 

Demolition work 

Crews worked to on the demolition of this property at 1350 

Rio Court 


