
Southeast Extension to RidgeGate Parkway 

Locally Preferred Alternative

RTD has conducted an alternatives analysis and has identified 
a light rail transit (LRT) alignment as the Locally Preferred 
Alternative (LPA).  Th e LPA includes a 2.3-mile, double-track 
light rail extension that runs south from the existing Lincoln 
Station along the west side of I-25, crosses to the east side of 
I-25 just north of Sky Ridge Hospital, and continues south 
to the RidgeGate Parkway interchange. Th e LRT crosses 
RidgeGate Parkway via an overpass. Th e LPA provides three 
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new stations, including two Kiss-n-Rides (stations without 
parking), one just north of Sky Ridge Avenue across from the 
Sky Ridge Medical Center, and another, the Lone Tree City 
Center Station, which is situated in the core of the Ridge-
Gate Planned Development. A new end-of-line station at 
RidgeGate Parkway would provide 2,000 parking spaces. Th e 
LPA includes bus service to the RidgeGate Park-n-Ride.
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Schedule
2011 2012
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Alternatives Analysis:
Develop screening criteria:
Develop preliminary alternatives:
Public and agency scoping: 
Conduct alternatives screening: 
Public and agency meetings to present Preferred
Alternative and identify Locally Preferred
Alternative:

Environmental Review Process to be carried out after the AA Process:
Data collection and existing conditions:
Assess environmental impacts: 
Distribute Environmental Assessment: 
30-day public comment period for Environmental 
Assessment:
Public Meeting:
Prepare Decision Document and submit to Federal 
Transit Administration:
Federal Transit Administration issues the Decision 
Document:

*Schedule subject to change depending on alternatives evaluation process.

Alternatives Analysis - Costs, Benefi ts, Impacts

Select LPA - Begin NEPA Evaluation Process

FTA Project Justifi cation - Based on the project’s anticipated performance on land use,
cost-eff ectiveness, and economic development measures.

Entry into Project Development - Based on FTA Project Performance ratings.
Includes preliminary and fi nal design. Completion of NEPA Process.

Project must receive a “Medium” rating or better from FTA.

FTA Funding Recommendation - Based on favorable performance rating and
local fi nancial commitments. FTA approved PMP.

Project Construction Grant Application - Based on ability to complete the project, schedule,
eff ective use of funds, and adherence to funding limits of the Small Starts Program.

Construction
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