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Direct Impacts

Neighborhoods

Roadway Projects

With the No Action Alternative, the three roadway projects are not expected to impact
neighborhood cohesion because the projects are modifying existing transportation systems.
New lanes on Sheridan Boulevard and Wadsworth Boulevard, along with an improved
interchange at I-70/Kipling, would result in decreased congestion, increasing the access to
the local neighborhoods. The associated projects would increase the amount of paved
surfaces in these areas, resulting in a permanent visual change. However, this change
would be modest considering the commercial character of the immediately affected areas.

Northwest Rail Project

The Northwest Rail project, using either the Railroad Alignment or the East Direct Design
Option, would pass through the Five Points, Highland, Sunnyside, Globeville, and Chaffee
Park neighborhoods in Denver in the shared alignment with the Gold Line project.
Additionally, the Northwest Rail project would pass through the Goat Hill neighborhood as it
exits the Gold Line study area to the north. Because the neighborhoods have developed
around the existing BNSF/UP alignment, there would be no further fragmentation of
neighborhoods with the implementation of the Northwest Rail project. The Northwest Rail
project would provide no new access to transit because no stations are provided in the Gold
Line study area as part of the No Action Alternative.

Population

The No Action Alternative would not support currently approved local and regional plans.
Population changes beyond current trends are not expected as a result of the No Action
Alternative. The proposed projects have been planned to meet existing and projected travel
demand for their respective areas.

Community Facilities

Roadway Projects

No community facilities are located adjacent to the three roadway projects. Therefore,
impacts to community facilities would not result with the No Action Alternative.

Northwest Rail Project

The Northwest Rail project would not impact any community facilities, separate residents
from community facilities, or disrupt community service boundaries (such as police and fire
districts) since neither the Railroad Alignment nor the East Direct Design Option are close to
any of these facilities.

Indirect Impacts

Construction of the build elements of the No Action Alternative would not create indirect
impacts to local neighborhoods, population, or community facilities. The No Action
Alternative would not attract TOD to the local communities. This is because there are no
transit stations associated with this alternative.

Temporary Construction Impacts

The construction of three roadway projects would result in temporary construction impacts
such as air quality (including dust), noise, increased congestion, and visual degradation to
adjacent neighborhoods. Temporary construction impacts are not expected for community
facilities associated with the No Action Alternative.

The construction of the Northwest Rail project, using the Railroad Alignment or the East
Direct Design Option, would temporarily affect loft developments near DUS and multi-family
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developments west of Park Avenue and south of the South Platte River. North of these
areas, the alignments are not proximate to neighborhoods, thus avoiding impacts.

Cumulative Impacts

With the No Action Alternative, the demographic character of neighborhoods in the Gold
Line study area and the need for community facilities would follow historical trends.
According to Census 2000 information, the population in the Denver region grew by

86 percent between 1970 and 2000. Since 1950, the Gold Line study area has changed
from rural communities with low densities to an urbanized environment with a mixed use of
commercial and denser residential land uses. Currently, 94 percent of the population of the
Denver-Boulder-Greeley Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA) lives in urban areas, and

6 percent of the population lives in rural areas. Over the last 30 years, neighborhoods have
evolved around business centers and transportation facilities. As a result of the
development, new community centers have been constructed to meet the changing needs
of the residents. The No Action Alternative would result in the continued development of
vacant areas along the outskirts of the Gold Line study area. Population projections indicate
that population will increase by 38 percent over the next 20 years in the Denver metropolitan
area. This would result in the creation of new neighborhoods and the need for new
community centers to serve the neighborhoods (RTD, 2007b).

Preferred Alternative

Direct Impacts

Neighborhoods

The construction of the Preferred Alternative would not cause additional fragmentation of
any neighborhoods or separate residents from community facilities. There would be no new
fragmentation impacts on communities or neighborhoods because the Preferred Alternative
would be built within the existing Railroad Alignment, west of Pecos Street, which currently
serves as a barrier to north-south travel in the neighborhoods along the alignment.

The proposed electric substation location is currently occupied by a warehouse and storage
yard. The site is surrounded on three sides by industrial uses, including the Xcel Argo
substation to the south. Three residences are located immediately to the northwest. This
would not impact the neighborhood because the current and surrounding uses are
commercial/industrial.

Population
Because there would be no residential property acquisitions associated with the Preferred
Alternative, there would be no direct impacts on population.

Community Facilities

The construction of the Preferred Alternative would not impact any community facilities or
separate residents from community facilities. In general, access to community facilities (both
locally and regionally) would be improved by the updated transit system. Because the
Preferred Alternative would be built on the existing BNSF/UP alignment west of Pecos
Street, no community service boundaries (such as police and fire districts) would be
disrupted (see Section 3.12, Safety and Security).

Indirect Impacts

Impacts on population would be indirect and related to growth within 0.5 mile of the
proposed stations. It is anticipated that population density would increase around station
areas due to TOD and higher density development, possibly resulting in the revitalization of
existing neighborhoods. These changes are supported by local and regional plans.
Increased densities would also modify the use of current community facilities. The station
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options near 38th Avenue in Denver and at Pecos Street in Adams County are sufficiently
close enough to one another that the indirect impacts would be comparable.

All of the proposed stations have associated pnR facilities for opening day and a total of
5,390 parking spaces for 2030. Based on the DRCOG Regional Travel Demand Model, this
would sufficiently meet parking needs and would mitigate indirect impacts associated with
cars parking in commercial lots or residential neighborhoods (DRCOG, 2006a). Chapter 4,
Transportation Systems, includes a discussion of the traffic analysis.

Temporary Construction Impacts

Temporary impacts on neighborhoods during the construction phase of the project would
include increased congestion, localized air quality impacts (including dust), increased noise
levels, and visual impacts due to construction materials storage and activities. The current
construction schedule is 36 to 48 months long and includes the disturbance of
approximately 95 acres, approximately half of which would be at stations and half on the
proposed alignment, generally within the railroad ROW. It is assumed that adjacent
residences would be impacted the most, while other residences located within 300 feet of
the proposed alignment would also be affected (Table 3.1-2). These impacts would be the
same for all communities and neighborhoods in the Gold Line study area.

TABLE 3.1-2
Residences Most Affected by Construction
Section Project Area Adjacent Within 300 Feet’
Adams NA 0 2
Grandview Avenue: Lamar Street to 37 20
Wadsworth Boulevard
Ridge Road: Olde Wadsworth to Zephyr
13 9
Street
Ridge Road: Zephyr Street to Balsam
6 18
Street
Ridge Road: Balsam Street to Carr 7 single-family (SF) plus 9
Street 2 MF
Arvada -
Ridge Road: Carr Street to Estes Street | 38 24 SF plus 3 MF
Ridge Road: Estes Street to Garrison 24 23 SF plus 4 MF
Street
Ridge Road: Garrison Street to
36 29
Independence Street
Ridge Road: Independence Street to
L 21 25
Kipling Parkway
Ridge Road and Nelson Street
Ridge Road and Quail Street 2
Wheat Ridge | Ridge Road: Simms Street to Tabor 5 5
Street

Source: Gold Line Team, 2007
! Excluding adjacent properties.

Cumulative Impacts

The Preferred Alternative would encourage compact urban development because “in-fill”
development would result adjacent to transit stations, reducing urban sprawl in the outskirts
of the Gold Line study area. Neighborhoods would be revitalized as a result of the project
action, increasing the use of community facilities and population densities around stations.
The Preferred Alternative would help to shape the direction of future growth and strengthen
neighborhoods.
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Avoidance and Minimization Measures

GOLD LINE DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

During the development of the Preferred Alternative, wherever possible, the design was
modified to avoid and minimize impacts to neighborhoods. Modifications included:

¢ Shifting all station components to the east side of the proposed alignment at the 38th
Avenue Station avoids residential property acquisitions in the Sunnyside Neighborhood
and reduces potential traffic impacts in the neighborhoods west of the alignment.

o |dentification of additional station options at 38th Avenue avoids historic properties that
help to define the history of the neighborhood.

e The inclusion of a pedestrian bridge at the 38th Avenue Station provides an access link

for the neighborhoods.

e A single track through Olde Town Arvada maintains the traffic flow through the area and
the district’s connections with the rest of the city. It also minimizes property impacts in

three historic districts.

3.1.1.4 Mitigation Measures

Mitigation techniques to reduce identified effects on Social Impacts and Community

Facilities are described in Table 3.1-3.

TABLE 3.1-3
Mitigation Measures for Social Impacts and Community Facilities under the Preferred Alternative
Impact Impact Type Mitigation Measures for the Preferred Alternative
Temporary Construction e Working with the communities, RTD will prepare a

construction impacts
(including traffic
congestion, noise, air,
and visual)

Construction Management Plan (CMP) that specifies public
communications and construction means and methods to
reduce or mitigate the inconveniences of construction such
as noise, dust, visual blight, construction traffic, and
preservation of access to homes, businesses, and
community facilities.

o RTD will coordinate with impacted neighborhoods prior to
and during construction activities.

e See Chapter 4, Transportation Systems.

e See Section 3.8, Noise and Vibration.

e See Section 3.7.1, Air Quality.

e See Section 3.5, Visual and Aesthetic Resources.

Source: Gold Line Team, 2007
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